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Critical Essay Revision

Aim: To improve our exam technique

We are learning to:

Re-familiarise ourselves with the SQA marking criteria for critical essays.
Identify strengths and weaknesses in exemplar essays by applying this criteria.
Reflect on our own critical essay writing skills and seek ways to improve.
Prepare to write a practice critical essay by planning responses to exemplar
questions.

What I'm looking for:

* A heightened awareness of the standard required to succeed at critical essay
writing.

* A checklist for future reference.

» Improved planning & structure in critical essay writing.

Individual reflection on how to improve.
Planning exercise.

Lesson Activities:
¢ Carousel activity (marking of exemplar essay)
e Feedback & discussion.
e Group checklist activity.
» Feedback and discussion.
®
®



S5 Critical Essay

Exemplar Marking

Essay 1:

Grade:

Comment based on
criteria:

Essay 2:

Grade:

Comment based on
criteria:

Essay 3:
Grade:

Comment based on
criteria:




Essay 4:
Grade:

Comment based on
criteria:

Essay 5:
Grade:

Comment based on
criteria:

Essay 6:
Grade:

Comment based on
criteria:




ow, based on what you have learned through this assessment
exercise, identify two ways in which you feel you could improve your
critical essay performance.

What areas should T aim to What do I need to do to improve
improve? _ in these areas?

“¥1In your groups, decide on five important factors that you would
include in a critical essay checklist for someone who was sitting
Higher English.

1

2.

As a class we will feedback on this exercise and formulate a critical
essay checklist which I will e-mail to you for use when you are
revising.




Essay Planning for Exam

Essay Title:

Choose a poem in which you feel there is a significant moment which reveals the
central idea of the poem.
Show how the poet achieves this in an effective way.

Introduction:

Themes:




Conclusion:




Essay Planning for Exam

Essay Title:

Choose a poem in which contrast is used in order to clarify a key idea.

Examine in detail the poet’s use of contrast and show how it was effective in
clarifying this key idea.

Introduction:

Themes:




Conclusion:




Essay Planning for Exam

Essay Title:

Choose a poem with an impressive opening.

Explain why you think the opening was so impressive and discuss how effectively it
prepared you for the rest of the poem.

Introduction:

Themes:




Conclusion:
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Higher English Critical Essay 2008

| Script | 6 | Text | The Remains of the Day | Question| 8 |

Key Features

This is a sophisticated response in which the candidate has clearly selected from an extensive and most
impressive knowledge of the text. The question is addressed fully and convincingly, especially in the
candidate’s handling of change over the course of three decades. The candidate writes a fluent and perceptive
response to the chosen question.

Decision

o This essay is best described as “Outstanding” and is therefore in Category I.

e It is awarded 25 marks.

Detailed Commentary

From the outset the candidate makes clear the period (1920s, 1930s and post-war) in which Ishiguro sets his
novel. One indication that this script may be a successful answer to this question is suggested by the word
“upheaval”. This candidate is proposing to discuss not just the writer’s evocation of the setting in time but also
the social and political changes of the era. The focus is to be on the use of flashback “to tell the story of
Stevens’s life and the history of Darlington Hall.” (6/1)

An effective structure emerges, from the third paragraph on 6/1 moving on to 6/2, when the physical setting of
Darlington Hall is used as a symbol of an aristocratic world which has fallen into decline by the 1940s, The
candidate supports his fluent comments with apt, concise quotations which are woven seamlessly into the flow

of his argument.

Having explored the changing social world of the Hall before and after World War II, the candidate turns his
attention at the foot of 6/2 through 6/3 and 6/4 to Stevens’s master, Lord Darlington, as a representative of the
social class whose world changes irrevocably from the 1920s to the 1940s. The candidate skilfully discusses the
incongruity of the master’s innate noebility towards a Germany defeated in World War I, set against his weakness
in allowing himself to be influenced by fascist and anti-Semitic forces, as exemplified by his sacking of two
Jewish maids (6/3).

In tandem with the candidate’s skilful discussion of the character of Stevens’s.employer, he never loses sight of

Stevens’s unswerving loyalty, sense of duty and dignity (6/4 to 6/6). He carefully balances the butler’s life

which “has been isolated from change in the world” (6/5) with the comments of ordinary people in post-war

England who hold diametrically opposed views to his own — “there’s no dignity to be had in being a slave.” (6/5)

This contrast is neatly summed up at the foot of 6/6 when the butler’s qulet constraint is juxtaposed with the
“exuberantly celebrating” people on the pier.

At the end of a most impressive essay the candidate confidently draws his essay to a very satisfying conclusion
which shows his genuine insight into Stevens’s character (6/7).

| Category | 1 |Mark| 25 |




